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Dear Friends of Judaic Studies,

Wt' have something to celebrate—
ten years of Judaic Studics at The
Urnaversity of Tenmessee. In fact, not anly a
decade of one scholar focusing on
fudalism, and a program fo go with the
drearm, bul a second scholar sinee 1999, as
witll as additional exciting faculty who
contribute o the success of the program
These include Marilyn Kallet, Sheldon
Cohen, Peter Hoyng, Johanna Stichert,
Amy Meff, Vejas Liulevicius, Charles
Reynolds, Palmira Brummet, and Heather
Hirschiekd. All together, this adds up o
ten years of steady progness in Jewdsh
cducation

Lin it in“ o oul sckivitics -dl.tl'iﬁﬂ
ks Hrme rmnn.d, AT y.‘iri{y:ing Eov mealize
how many thousands of lives we have
impacted at every bevel of life at UT and
beyond—students and their familses and
fricnds, colleagues, staff, administrators,
city, county and state officials, peeple in
thee arts andd theatre and in the media
Soanie had pever leaimd of the Holocaisa,
oF only in a Yery cursory way, some had
liktle understanding of what Judaisem is,
aomie knew litthe aboat Jews in other
lands, or of lsrael as the home of the
Jewish people. Zionism was only known
as a negative slogan, and what was
cultural Zionism anyway? Ancient Jewish
history provides a window o the very
cradle of civilization and provides hands-
con expeTience in ecovering artiiacts from
thie founding pericd. My colleagues and |
teach the bagics of Judaism, the East and
Wist European Jewish experience,
ceocasimally also the American lewish
experence, Zonist history and culture,
the history of ancient and modern Israel,
the history and art of the synagogue, the
history of countries that surrounded
ancient lsrael amd surrownd modern

Israel, women in Judaism, German [ewish
and Austrian Jewish literature and art,
Jewizh Berlin, Jewish philosophy, the
phenomenon of anth-Semitism, Jewish
poetry, lewish art, and the Holocausi

And we would ke to teach moee. We
have a great ried lor another endowied
position in one of sevenl ficlds—Hebrew
language and literaiure, medseval Jewish
avilization, rabbinic lilerature or Jewish
art. Sudh an additional position would
make our program even stronger. We also
have a niecd for scholarship funds to send
sdupidents o Issae] anmd o other Jowish
Stundbcs Progrms overseas.

I don't have the enrollment Bguses for
my colleagues at my Angertips, but o H0
semiesters [ alone taught mearly 1000
students. In addition to classroom
instruction, students experience trips o
the United States Holocawst Memorial
Muzeum in Washington, DUC, a dig in
Fsravel, amd visits o temple and
symagiegiee. They have also participated in
two scholarly conferences on the
Hobscawst that presented woorld-class
scholars and artists, and cultural
programs on [srael. In addition, our
Judaic Studies lectures brought nearly
thirty prominent scholars to campus, and
speakers often shared their knowledge
with the local Jewdsh community as well.

While this is most deliniiely a tome o
look back with pride and with gratitude,
it is aleo o time to look Go the Fulahe—ks
onar stuclents’ needs, to our needs as an
interdisciplinary program at The
University of Tenniesses, and to our nesds
as teachers and scholars. As stabe
resouirces are shrinking, we are expected
to ook to the private and corporate world
for parmerships and support. We have
been fortunate to enjoy financial support
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from a number of funds and endowments
for all of our different activities; and
again, we would benefit from more
scholarships, morne bectunes, mone
scholarly conferenoes

Al this teme, 1 also continue b some as
head of the Department of Religious
Studies. Last year was an enpoyable and
challenging experience, We went through
a departmental mid-cycle review; a
number of our faculty won prestigious
awards; over a two-year period we had
three retirements and hired theee new
foulty msmlmees 0 ihe amncas of Hidnew
Bibbe, Origins of Christianity, and
Sonthaeast Asian Buddhiam; and |
participated in the dean's search. With the
help of all of my colleagues and the
College of Arts and Sciences, | ook
forward to anedher saccessiul vear all
around

W take pride im our Judaic Studies
Program and will seek to broaden and
enhance it in the years o eome, We are
grateful for yonir support k0 the past
decade anad lock forwand o your
conlinued support also in the future. Let's
confinue o work logether for the good of
OUT program!

With all good wishes for a healthy and
sweel year to evervone. L'Shanah Tovah
Thkatevu!

B'Shalom,

1 |I, | P
o
Gilva G, Schmidt, PhD.
Professor and Head,
Department of Religious Studies, and
Chair, The Fern and Manired Steinfeld
Frogram in Judaic Studies
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Judaic Studies
Advisory Committee

The faculty who serve on the

Judaic Studies Advisory Committee
dles

Dr. Gilya Schmidt, Professor,
Religious Studies, and Chair,
Fern and Manfred Steinfeld
Program in Judaic Studies

Dr. Palmira Brummett. Professor,
History Department

Dr. LP. Dessel, Assistant Professor,
History Department

Dr. Heather A. Hirschfeld,
Assistant Professor, English
Department

Dr. Peter Hiyng, Associate
Professor, Modern Foreign
Languages and Literatures, and
Chair, German Program

Dr. Marilyn Kallet, Professor,
English Department and
Director, Crealive Writing,
Program

Dr. Vejas Liulevicius, Associate
Professor, History Department

Dr. Amy Neff, Professor, Art
Department

Lr. Charles Keynolds, Professor,
Lepartment of Religious Studies

Dr. Johanna Stiebert, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Religious Studies

Until her retirement two years
ago, Professor Nancy Lauckner
also was a member of the
committee, Since the inception of
the program, Professor Lauckner
had taught a course on the
Holocaust.

I would like to thank the
members of the committee for their
steadfast participation in and
vialuable contnbutions to the
academic success of the Ferm and
Manfred Steinfeld Program in
Judaic Studies.

MNew Professor on the

Block
B Johanna Stiebert

This past a nuary, Dr. Johanna
Sticbert joined the Department of
Religious Studics as an assistant
professor in
Hebrew Bible.
She has
graciously
agreed to serve
on the Judaic
Studics
Advisory
LCommittee.

Dr. Stiebert
grew up in
Germany and
Mew Zealand (having a parent from
each country) and began her
studies in Hebrew and Biblical
Studies at the University of O tago
{Drunedin, New Zealand) in 1989,
Since then she has completed a
two-year MPhil (University of
Cambridge, England), focusing
particularly on Hebrew and
Aramaic, and a doctorate
{University of Glasgow, Scotland).
Straight after completing her PhD
in 1998, she taught for one year at a
Church of England college called St.
Martin's in Lancaster, England.
From there she took a position at
the University of Botswana in
southern Africa, where she spent
the next three vears. She has
published a number of articles
{(mainly in the area of prophetic
texts of the Hebrew Bible, but also
on the Dead Sea scrolls and on
Scripture and contemporary
theological conundrums) and cne
book, The Construction of Shame in
the Hebrew Bible: The Prophetic
Contribution.

Professor Sticbert writes: "My
first semester of teaching at UT lies
behind me and 1'm beginning to
feel a bit more settled and confident
here. 1 have also recharged by
spending the summer visiting my
far-flung relatives in Germany and
New Zealand. In Europe | was able

Tl

Assistan! Professor
Jolranna Stiehert

to take advantage of the libraries of
Vienna and Hamburg and make
some headway with a book [ am
writing for the “Interfaces’ series of
the Liturgical Press (the theme is
Ezekiel and the Exile). Beyvond that,
| have an article forthcoming in Ofd
Testament Essays, which examines
social behavior inculcated in the
book of Proverbs, and | am working
on a larger project on the depiction
of father-daughter relationships in
the Hebrew Bible. So far | have
thoroughly enjoyed my time in
Knoxville and | am looking forward
to working on the Judaic Studies
committee and to traveling more
extensively within the United
States,”

W Marilyn Kallet
Marilyn Kallet has been busy as
usual. This past May, Dr. Kallet
received a fellowship from the
Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts to write some new poems.
These poems were inspired by
information that became available
to Marilyn about her family’s
packground and history in Horb,
Germany. On April 25, Marilyn
gave a poetry reading /opening
address to the Chattanooga
Conference, “Southern Legends:
From Eudora to Elvis,” and read
poems on Jewish themes, The
reading was held at the historie
Tivoli Theatre. Later that same day
she gave classes at the Girls’
Preparatory School, and then
participated in a panel on Southern
Women. George Garrett hosted the
panel; Jill McCorkle and Ellen
Douglas were co-panelists

Marilyn wants us to know that
both Cearge Garrett and Jill
McCorkle will be part of our
Southern Literature Festival which
will take place in Knoxville from
October 2-4, 2003. Twenty-four
notable Southern writers will pay
tribute to Garrett. UT faculty and
students may register for free. As
conference chair, Marilyn invites all



of us to attend and to enjoy. For
more information:
mkallet@utk.edu.

In August, Marilyn's new book
Ome For Each Night: Chanukah Tales
armid Recipes was published. She says
that this book is a departure for her,
as it consists of "children’s stories,
funny ones that the parents will
laugh at too, | hope! All the stories
are food stories — what else! And
each story has a recipe, provided by
my mother-in-law the caterer, Hilda
Gross of Philadelphia. Heather
oeratt did the charming
illustrations, The publisher is Celtic
Cat and we will have these books at
the September 25" reading. I'll
make some ruggalach to sample
after the reading.”

B Peter Hoyng

Thanks to the prestigious
Jefferson Award, Dr. Peter Hoyng
was able to spend his sabbatical
semester in Vienna last fall. Among
his research projects, he studied
and explored the Jewish history of
Vienna from the Middle Ages to the
present. These studies were part of
preparing a new course on Jewish
history in Vienna that is in structure
similar to Dr. Hiyng's class on
Jewish history in Berlin which he
taught in spring 2002 for the first
time. Dr. Hiyng went bo various
Jewish sites in Vienna, including
the Jewish Muscum downtown that
also houses an excellent bookstore
which he happily frequented quile
often. The Jewish Museum
belonged once o Bernhard Eskeles,
one of the few so-called court Jews
in the 18" century who was allowed
to buy and own property. Other
sites he visited were the ruins of the
oldest Jewish Synagogue from the
15" century in one of the oldest
quarters of Vienna that is now
visibly marked by a newly built
Holocaust memorial {2000). He also
visited the oldest Jewish cemetery
from the 15* century. However, as
s0 many scholars before him, Dr,
Hoyng mainly focused on the time

period when Jews wene granted
equal rights for the first time within
the Austro-Hungarian Empire in
1867, Only after that could such
prominent artists, doctors, and
intellectuals as Gustav Mahler,
Stefan Zweig, Theodor Herzl,
Sigmund Freud, Arthur Schniteler,
or Arnold Schinberg follow their
talents knowing that despite equal
rights social barriers within an

ly anti-Semitic climate stifled
their life directly or indirectly.

Having taught courses on

German-Jewish history in recent
years, Dr. Hoyng became
increasingly aware that German-
Jewish cultural history has been
inherently conflicted by the fact
that—if at all—Jews could only
garner their full social acceptance
within the dominant Christian
culture through assimilation, i.e., by
denying their Jewish roots,
tradition and for religion. It is this
sensitivity that informs Dr. Hoyng's
two current research projects. One
is his investigation of the
bittersweet satirical novel by Hugo
Bettauer, The City Withou! Jmos, a
best selling book after its
publication in 1922, Regardless of
Bettaver ‘s conversion o
Christianity, he was labeled in a
derogative manner as Jewish and
became the first Jewish victim of
Mazi violence in Austria, when a
Mazi thug assassinated him in 1925.
In his novel, Bettauer tries to
convince his readers that Vienna
without the assimilated Jews would
be nothing more than a provincial
town instead of the thriving
cultural and economic metropaolis

that Bettauer envisioned. Dr. Hisyng

will present a paper on Bettauer’s
novel at the annual conference of
the Modern Language Association
(MLA) in December, and will
publish it as an essay in an
anthology that addresses issues of
Otherness, How the conflict
between assimilation and
traditional Jewish life structures a
complex issue will also be the topic
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of Dr. Hiyng's lecture that is part of
the tenth anniversary of Judaic
Studies at UT, He will also discuss
how three prominent German-
Jewish authors discovered their
Jewish roots by traveling to Eastern
Europe.

Cruring the past summer, Dr.
Hiyng spent two months in Vienna
whene he visited an excellent
exhibit on “The Musical City of
Vienna and its Jews™ in the Jewish
Museum. To what extent Bettauer's
satirical novel from 1922 touches
upon current events became
apparent in the political debate
over the lack of governmental
support for the Jewish Community
of Vienna.

B Vejas Liulevicius

This summer the Teaching
Company of Chantilly, Virginia
released a taped lecture course by
Dr. Liukevicius in its “Great
Courses” series (on audiotape,
VHS, and DVD). His 24-lecture
course is entitled “Ltopia and
Terror in the Twentieth Century,”
and examines the dictatorships,
ideologies, and violent trajectory of
the age, including the Mazi
persecution of the Jews and the
Holocaust. For more information,
soe www.beach12.com.

B Heather Hirschfeld

Owr colleague Heather
Hirschifeld spent fall 2002 at the
Fuolger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, D.C., where she
continued her research on religion
and revenge in early modern
England. Her project, which focuses
on Shakespearean and other
Eenaissance Drama, deals with
conflicting approaches in this Hme
period to the links between the
Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament, and she is starting fresh
work on “The Merchant of Venice”
in terms of this issue. This past
spring she delivered some of her
work on “Hamlet,” revenge, and
early modern typology to the
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Appalachian Psychoanalytic
Society, and the essay will appear in
Shakespeare Quarterly this winter. Dr,
Hirschield led the English
Department’s * 2003 Drama in
Stratford and London™ class,
guiding 14 students through three
weeks of 12 plays in merry
England.

ludaic Studies Lecture

Series

M Last year
O October 21, 2002, Dir. Rachel
Simon from Princeton L'nn'rr:.i.l:,-

presented a lecture in the Hodges

Rachel Simovt frone Priveelon enjoys
e Snrokres during her visi fo
Enoarille.

Library Auditorium on the Jews of
Libya. Her lecture was titled, "How
Mew Were the "New Jews' of Libya?
Giirls in the Jewish Youth Movement
in Libya.” Dr Simon also spoke to
both of Dr. Schmidt’s classes, RS 383
and R5 381, and the students were
very grateful for the background
information she provided on this
group of Jews,

Uk March 8, Judaic Studies
cosponsored a poetry reading by
Richard Chess who participated in the
English Department’s creative writing

workshop. Richard Chess is the
author of two books of poems, Tekieh,
and A Chair im the Deserf. He is the
director of the Judaic Studies Program
at UNC Asheville and of the creative
writing program as well.

W Upcoming

This fall will be chock-full of
academic programs in celebration of
our anniversary. Please mark the
dates on your calendar and join us!

E'nqptun:l.l:ﬂ:'r 18 4P
]{tldﬁl:"ﬁ |_i.1.'r:.3:_'|' Auditorium
Associate Professor Peter |'lﬁ].':r'|.5,
German T"rl:j:lgmn'i_. Mq:ﬂ.ienlu
Foreign Languages and
Literatures, "Discovering Their
Jewish Roots: Portralts of Eastern
Jewish Life Through the Eves of
Amold IWL‘iE, Alfred Déblin, and
Joseph Roth.” Recoption to follow,

September 25 4PM
Hodges Library Auditorium
Professor Mam\m Kallet, Creative
Writing Program, English
Department, reading from her
new book, Owe for Esch Night:
Chanskal Tales and Recipes
Reception to follow,

October 1 '™
International Houwse, Great Room
D, Beuven Y, Hazan, Hebrew
University, Jerusalem. “lsraeli
Attitudes Toward the Peace
Process: What the Media Doces
Mot Tell Us.”

October 2 12Noon
Arnstein Jewish Community
Center. Dr. Reuven Y. Hazan,
Hebrew University. “From Rabin
to Metanyahu to Barak to Sharon:
Does Israel Have a Direction?”

October 9 irM
Hodges Library Auditorium
Assistant Professor |, P Dessel,
History Department, “From the
Village People to the Chosen
People, Just Who Are the
Israclites?™ Reception to follow

Cictober 23 M
Knoxville Museuwm of Art
Aoeditorium, Abraham and
Rebecca Solomon and [da
Schwartz Distinguished Lecture,
“The Archaeology of Cumran and
the Dead Sea Scrolls™ by Jodi
Magness, Kenan Distinguished
Professor for Teaching Excellence
in Early Judaisem, The University
of North Carolina at Cha pel Hill.

We would like to thank the College
of Arts and Sciences for awarding us a
Haines-Morris grant for Professor
Magness's lecture. Additional
fimancial support for the anniversary
pvenils was received from Arts &
Sciences Outreach, Department of
Religiouws Studies, the Abraham and
Febecca Solomon and [da Schwartz
Distinguished Lecture Fund, Judaic
Studies Enrichment Fund, School of
Art, Departments of Classics, English,
History, I"hilns-nph}': Women's
Studies, Knoxville Jewish Alliance,
German Program, Modern Foreign
Languages and Literatures.

Gilya Schmidt Activities

Teaching

Last fall | taught RS 381,
Introduction o Judaism, and BS 385,
History of Zionism. In the Spring, [
taught BS 386, Voices of the
Holocaust, and RS 405, Modern lsrael.
All courses were fully enrolled or
overenrolled. | also guest lectured in
Prof. Peter Hyng's Berlin course on
Jewish art and on Holocaust
memorials.

Starting this fall, because of my
responsibilities as head of Religious
Studies, | am only teaching one course
a semester. This fall, itis RS 320,
Women in Judaism, and in the Spring
it will be BS 335, European Judaism, |
will also again guest lecture in the
Berlin course,



Last spring, one of my students,

Rebekah Hutton, wrote a wonderful

aper for our Modern Israel seminar,
R5 405, Rebekah is o senior majoring
in French, with minors in Linguistics
and Economics. We are printing her
essay hoere with Rebekah's permission
Great job, Rebokah!

The Raole of Modern Hebrew
in Jewish Cultural Identity
And the Contributions of
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda

By Rebekah Hutton

Language is a very powertul tool in
forming a collective identity. Une can
trace this phenomenon back into
antiquity and it persists today. That is
not i say that uniform language is
imperative, bul in the case of Israel,
with its diverse population, the
development of modern Hebrew
played a pivoetal role in creating a
national identity. Having an official
language and having a Ianguago that
one can wse in day-to-day life is not
the same thing. In most countries of
the earth, the standard language is not
the same as the colloquial tongue.
Having a common language has been
a kev paint in the development of a
common identity among groups who
were heterogeneous to begin with. In
the case of Hebrew, a common
language was very important because
the diversity of the population
increased with Jews making alfya.'
Cme difference that stands oult In the
case of immigration to Palestine is the
fact that the immigrants decided to
create a new culture. In general
immigrant populations tend to do one
of two things: preserve the culture of
their old country or by to assimilate
into the culture of the new land.
Zionist ideology was a catalyst for
immigration bo Palestine in the first
place as well as for the decisions
concerning aspects of cultural
development. Abandoning a native
culture could not be done because the
existing culture in Palestine was not
an option for replacement. Thus, it
Became necessary (o invent an
alternative, Lacking many of the other
elements that might otherwise make
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this task easier, language became an
important part of this alternative
culture.’

The emergence of modern Hebrew
ak a nation-building tool was the
droam of Elezer Ben-Yehuda, Born in
Lithuania in 1858, Ben-Yehuda
leamied Hebrew from a young age as
a part of his religious education
During the nineteenth century, many
nations saw revivals of people to their
native lands. He felt that this should
also be the case for the Jews and he
did think that lack of a common
spoken language would be an
insurmountabbe obstacle.” That is not
to say that Hebrew had disappeared
during the many years that the lews
were living in the Diaspora, In
actuality it was quite the contrary.
Hebrew has always been a large part
of the Jewish culture. It was the
spoken aspect that ceased to develop.
In fact, it seemed like a spoken
Hebrew would be almost impossible
to achieve, It was during Ben-
Yehuda's studies at the Sorbonne in
Paris that he saw the impact of French
literature on French national identity
that he first began to realize the
importance of a common language in
the formation of a nationalistic
construct, and he maintained this
belief when he arrived in Palestine in
1881,

The language that is used by the
people in their daily activities is a true
language, but it is the language that
also has an ideology that builds
identity and unity in a people, In
writing to his fiancée, he said, *... it is
also pecessary that we have a
language to hold us together, That
language is Hebrew, but not the
Hebrew of the rabbis and scholars, We
must have a Hebrew language in
which we can conduct the business of
Life. "4

The dream of a Hebrew language
for everyday life was not met without
challenge. Finding a consensus, even
among those who were most involved
in the development of literary
Hebrew, was difficult. [t is not easy to
get an entire population to embrace a
new language, but in the spirit of the
first pioneers to Falestine, many
people understood Ben-Yehuda's

asseftion. He becamae a force Lubu
reckomed with, After many years of
poverty and struggle, as well as the
death of his wife, it appeared that he
had comie into his time. He began to
wiark on a modern Hebrew dictionary,
a task that he would continue on for
the remainder of his days. By tracing
words back to their Semitic roots, he
was able to create new words and a
vernacular. The task was a daunting
one, taking months sometimes to trace
word origins.

“Eliezer, what was on the piece of

paper?”

“It was a word, Hemda. A new

Hebrew word. A very important

wiord which we need very much.

I do noe know shat 1 shall do if 1

fadl tor fimwcd 188 T8 weould take

months and months of work Lo

trace that word again. It was a

word which disappeared from

usage long ago. | was just about

to bring it back to life agadn...™
Thi% was how the Life of Bon-Yohuda
wiaas when he was compiling his
dictionary, and incidents like this
wene not uncommaon at all with pieces
of paper and notes flling his room,
ovierflowing from his desk and tables
and filling the floor,

The first volume of his dictionary
was published in 1904. Three more
volumes were finished before his
death, and thirteen more after his
death were completed by his second
wife and his son to form his seventeen
volume A Complete Dictionary of
Ancient and Modemn Hebrew.” * The
completion of this work was very
difficult. Ben-Yehuda spent as many
as cighteen hours a day working on
the dictionary sometimes. He worked
with a fervor that could not be
exhausted. To this day, it is one of the
most definibive and complete works
in all of Hebrew lexicography. This
may seem like a huge number of
volumes, but one must realize that in
creating a modern Hebrew language,
Hebrew had to meet the needs of
modern times. Poetry, prose, non-
fiction, scientific prose, and many
other specific vocabularies had to be
created. It could not be left incomplete
in any way. To deal with the many
questions that go along with the
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creation of a dictionary, Ben-Yehuda
created a Hebrew Language Council.
This helped to ensune that there
would be a standard set for things
such as spelling, grammar,
punctuation, and terminobogy.”

Even with a dictionary, getting
people to use the Hebrew relied
heavily on the use and
implementation of Hebrew in the
Yishuv and in schools. Yiddish and
Cerman were both languages
commaonly in use in the Yishuv. For
hundreds of years, Hebrew and
Yiddish existed side by side in Europe
just as Hebrew and Arabic coexisted
in the Middle East. The reason that
this was possible, however, was
because of the “division of labor™
between the languages. It was
through the efforts of Ben-Yehuda that
Hebrew became a more integral part
of the educational system. More and
more, the schools began to put an
increased influence on the teaching
and use of Hebrew. This was no easy
feat for the settlers. *[But] they
submitted to this discipline as
tenaciously as they faced the other
hardships of life in Palestine.

Most of the Zionist farmers and
workers by then had accepted fully
Ben-Yehuda's contention: a nation
was its language, no less than its
sweat and blood.™ This new Hebrew
was the embodiment of an idea that is
very prevalent in the development of
the Jewish culture in Palestine. The
idea of old versus new, Hebrew
versus Yiddish, Sephardi
pronunciation versus Ashkenazi
pronunciation, all of these thimgs are
very telling about the spirit of the
timwe. * The struggle 1o make Hebrew a
prefermed language over Yiddish is
illustrated very well in an anecdote by
Alter Druyanov.

“Tel Aviv, Herzl Street. A group of
children pour out of the Herzlia
Gymnasium. Two famous
Yiddishists, zealous of Yiddishist
ideology, are passing by, having
come to visit Palestine, and the
elder one says to the other: “The
Lionists boast that Hebrew is

becoming a natural tongue for the
children of Palestine, 1 will nosw
shiow you that they ane lying. 1
will tweak one of the boy's ears,
arvd | promise you that e will not
cry oub “lma” [ie., mummy in
Hebrew ] but * mame” in Yiddish.
5o saying, he approached one of
the boys and tweaked his ear. The
boy turned on him and shouted:
“hamor” (donkey, in Hebrew).
The Yiddishist turned to his friend
and said: “1'm afraid the Zionists
are right.”"”

This story shows many things
about the culture. Mot only was
Hebrew becoming a viable spoken
language, the people were also
changing as a group in their nature,
Less than twenty years afier the
publication of the first volume of Ben-
Yehuda's Hebrew dictionary, a census
indicated that forty percent of the
Yishuv population considered
Hebrew 1o be their first language."
This ks a feat that shoubd not be
dismissed quickly. To change a
population that quickly is something
that is rarely achbeved. The battle for
Hebrow over Yiddish and German
was not always peaceful cither. A
good example of this is when Haifa
Technical Institute was going to be
established. The Technion was
supposed to be an example of
Denlsclie Kullur at its finest. Courses
wene to be taught in German only as
Dwrman was viewsd as the language
of Science in lsrael. This decision was
met with much opposition from the
Lionists, Students protested outside
the German consulate, Teachers
proclaimed a strike in all of the
schools. A German-taught Technion
threatenied to undo many of the
advances made by the revival of
Hebrew.

Though he was known for his quiet
and even-tempered disposition, Ben-
Yehuda did not react well to the threat
of a school centered around the
German language. He did not mind if
French, German, Russian, English, or
any other language for that matter,
was taught as a foreign language.

There was an cutery from the Zionist
congress. "Ben-Yehuda, vou must get
to waork with your pen! Write
editorials! Stir up public opinion!™"
And e did,

The director of German schools in
Palestine would not meet with him.
Ben-Yehuda had (o seek him out, He
demanded that the director go to
Berlin to get the decision changed at
once. When the director said he could
do nothing, Ben-Yehuda lost his
temper, sayving, “You can send word
to Berlin that Ben Yehuda save blood
will flow on the steps of the technical
schiool in Haifa if this order iz not
changed at once! Things will happen
wehich the entire world will hisar
about!™ It is understandabbe that he
would threaten that no one would
enter the school except over his dead
bady because of the amount of work
that he had put into developing
Hebrew as a language for the people
of Palestine, To have all of that work
disregarded and suffer that kind of
set-back would have been a very large
blow to his life’s work.

To counter the creation of the
Technion, mone than a dezen Hebrew
centened achools were formed. The
revolts spread to Jaffa and to the
settlements, To Ben-Yehuda, if was a
war. Though no shots were fired and
no one was killed, it was a constant
battle. He sent an ultimatum to the
director demanding surrender or the
threat of an interminable war. The
schiools remained closed as both the
teachers and the students refused to
retum until Hebrew was made the
official language of schools. One story
tedls how a German professor came to
Ben-Yehuda's home almost in tears
after he saw students buming their
Crerman books putside of the school
yelling that they would never need a
German lextbook ever again. He had
tried to stop them but to no avail, The
language war, as it came to be called,
was in full effect, with no end in sight
unless the demands of Ben-Yehuda
and hiz adherents were met. Aftera
few months of negobiations, the board
of governors finally reconsidered the



issie and agreed that all courses at the
lechnion would be taught exclusively
in Hebrew." That event in particular
marked a point where the
commitment to Hebrew whas no
longer in doubt. When be released his
fourth volume of his dictionary, Ben-
Yehweda dedicated it o the commuittec
in Berlin.

The life of Ben=Yehuda and his
struggle to bring together the Jews of
Palestine through [anguage wis never
casy, People and groups from all sides
had fought him. Zionists and non-
Lionists, Crthodox and Secular,
Sephardim and Ashkenazim, they had
all been against him al some point.
When he died, succumbing Lo the
tuberculosis that he had been
suffering from since his days of
studying medicine in France, 30,000
Jews escorted his body. There were
three days of official mourning for the
los= of a man who had devoted his life
to achieving a dream he had had since
his youth in Lithuania, a man who
had waorked up until a few hours
before he passed away. The same
people who had been against him in
life gathered and came together to
celebrate his accomplishments,
realizing the good that he had dome in
life. To say that Hebrow was a dead
language before the work of Eliezer
Ben-Yehuda would be misleading, but
there is a quote that accurately sums
up what he accomplished. “Before
Ben-Yehuda. .. Jews could speak
Hebrew: after him they did ™
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Gilya Schrarid? af Holocawst memorial in
Vewice Ghetto July 2003,

et Pandcs Newaleere, Yol M7

Research: Publications

B Art book

Adber o L'l'l.lih- P b (O i|:1|1n1|.-:u. my
bewnnke, The Arf amd Arfire of My Fifth
Fimpiel [-lflrrl.fl'r""i'- Hieraida !1__I"|.' MWin Age,
i2 scheduled for publication by
ﬂ_l,."r.'n:"uu' Llrmiviersaty Preeg Lakor this

Fall, Tt wrill bae a nl'li-.'f b Birth this
bok!

B Kimmelman book
Mira Kimmelman's sequel to her
popular book, Eclaes frone the

Mira Kimmelnan signs ey ook for o
shilent afler sperking fe @ combined
Hidorenst med Berliv cliss i _."mll' JiNrr

Holocans!, is currenily in the review
stage. We expect o get word on the
putcome later this fall.

M Siissen research

The research which | began in 199%
on two Jewish families in the small
south Cerman lown of Sissen has
been very satisfactory. The material is
bountiful and interesting. | am able to
supplement factual information with
visual images of places that |
photographed during my visits
Actually, in working through the
material initially, | discovered that
there was a second project contained
in the first. Hence, my visit to aboul
20 former Jewish commumnities fast
year. Because of the bountiful
photographs, about 3,000 altogether, |
plan to do a second book on the rural
Jews of Southern Germany, perhaps
even a coffee table version witha
number of pictunes and
accompanying text,
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Look Who Has Come To Lecture

Ten Years of Programs - Ten Years ol
Leaming

In case you have Torgotten, heme is o
snmmarny o the schalars and artisks who vsited
LT and the Knoxyville fewish community with
support from the Fern and Mandred Steindeld
Frogram in Judake Studies and the Knocnlle
fewish Alliance over ke past decade, and
recen Hy with assissanoe from the Abrabam and
Hebeoca Solomon and [da Schwarte
Distinyruished Lecture Fund for Judale Stedes
and thie Bobinsan Family Lectare Fand. as well
as grants from varous sources, UT colleges and
departmanis.

Movember 3, 1993
Professer Sievien T Kake, Comeell Liniversaty,
Iehaaa, MY, “The Holocawst and Lommparativoe
History.®

Febraary 3, 1991
Professor Bezalel Markiss, Director, Cerler
for [ewtiah Art, Hebrew Lingversity,
Jerusadem; “Jewish Identisy Through A"

Spring 1994
O Jo Mlidgmomy, Center for Jewtish Shadies,
Graduaie Theologeal Uinion, Berkelery, CA
“Tha Binding of laaase”

Chcinber 19, 1044

Prodeszor Alesander Orbach, Chair, Departmaent
of Beligiouas Shedlies, Liniversity of
Fittsburgh. Pitsburgh, PA, “Kussian |ewish
Culbunes at thee Tann of the Cendary,”

Movembser 15, 1904
Drr. Avrahum Berar, lerusabem, = The Hinse
of David ard Tel Dan™

February 22, 1995
Professor Fiva Amishai-Maisels. head.
Robert and Clarice Smith Center for Art
History, Hebrew University, “Cserman amnd
larashi responses ta the Holocaast in A

March 2, 104058
Professor Michae] Kogan, Maontclair Stabe
Codlege, Montclair, W], = owish-Lhnstdan
Helatiors.™

March 30, 1008
Profesans Dlavid Desser. Film Studies.
University of lllinais/ Urbana-Champaign,
“The Changing lirage of [ewish Males in TV
andd Film.”

Oictober 23-34, 1955
East Tennessese Holocaust Confoenoe
“1945-1995—The Holocawss 50 Years Lajer—
What Have We Learmed

Exhibibion;
“Caorgy Kadar Survivor of Death, Wilness bo
Life,” Vanderbalt University, Mashoeilbe, T8,

“Gentle Hemoism: Women and the
Holocapse,” Holocaws: Resousoe Camier at
Chacmsbor Commumity Callege ALY in
M Work

A partrait of Survival.” by Frodessor Bobert
Heller, Codlege of Commmunicsions,
Liniversity of Tenresse

Ferfermanoes:

“Sog of Helena,” performed by Tenmsses
Childrens Dance Ensemblie under the
direction of Dir. Dorthy Flayd

Lectures:

okl Levy Loggiadioe, M.EL., Caratos ol e
Vanderbilt Universily Holocast A
ndlection, Nashvdle, I, ™ An Cverview of
ther Kalar Exhilsition,”

Syl Mlileom, FPhell). Senbor Historuan, L5
Holocaust Memonal Museum, Washingion,
L = At amad ke Hiolocauss,”

Deborah Lipstadt, Phlh, Dot Associate
Profesaor of Modern fewish arud Hologawss
Studlies, Emary Universaly, Abanta, G,
“Holecaest Denial The Fragility of Memoey
and the Tensorly of Hageed.™

F\.|,-|.'|_rr|:|,' .F.ul'u,lr_r T_-“l..lFlhlu- arularhill
Erroversaby, and Chairman, Termessse
Holocawst Commibssion, Mashville, Th
“Adier 5 Years: What We Hive Loarmed,
Wl W Pviust Tieaclh.”

Yaffa Elinch, Ml Brocklundian Profesor
of hadai: Stsdies, Brookhn College, Mew
York “Restoriag My Vanished Toswn: The
Toswer of Lite a1 the U5, Holecaust Meminral
Ml sy,

Kanm Shawn, MO Director of Holocaest
Skudbes, Maoriah School of Englewossd & Yad
Yashem Summer Seminar. ~Usisg Fibm in
Teaching the Holooawst™

Leon Bass, Ph.D2, Liberator and Educator.
"Projudice Rechection™ and ~Racksm, Anii-
semmiiise, anad the Holocmust from b
Perspective of an African American.”

Caordn Wieisamanm Kletn, servivor amd
asithor “The Humsandiy of ihe Victims."

Laurie Woad, Klan Waich, Montgomeny:, AL,
"I;,'.lr"'irn i ithe Klai, Wilute ‘F'l.ll.'l.'l:llul,.!r aaricd
Habe Crigmaa

Mira Kimmelman, survivor and auther, Ouk
Ridge, TH, =The Losi Years.®

Howand Pellio, PR, Profissor of
Peychalogy. Unlverssiy of Tennessed,
Encvifle, TN, Gaided cosing session for
shudents and trachers

Panel discussion on Teaching the Holocasst
to Studenis

Mancy Henry, teacher, Sovier County High
Cohanal: Mary Lywell, feacher, Moumiain Yiew
Yauth Divelopmimt Center,

1'am'l:1.h.:|llr-ngf~. frmam b Holocawst for Ehe
Fasl Teruussey I"-.nhl:lunll!u'. K immaliakica
Anderson, Yoush Director, Metrepolitan
Dy Commeibsshore Camille Hazour, M.A
[Dipeckor, LT Diversity Resource and
Edsicatbonag! Services Pwam; Mladebire
Rangero, M5 P, Member, B © ounty
Coramision: Habb: Howand Siemon, 1.0,
Temple feth EL Rev, Lynn Stravss, M, Div
Tenmesser Yalley Unitarian Chisrch,

Lictober 28, 1989
Parwe] drscusssom o [haniel J. Lmﬁtﬂ.ﬁ
basak, Hitker's Willisg Frovmbiemers with Peol
Vg Liualevicius, Prod, Meleon Klein, Fathaor
Terrw Byan, bs, Jenmy Bichier, Prod. Charles
Reynolds, Prof. Gilya Schmidt, all from the
Urnlversity of Tenmesses, Knosvilbe, TH.

November 11, 15%
Dy, Farni Arav, Bethamda Excavations
Project., “Bethsaida, the ‘Lost” City,™

5|.‘ph.-.rt|h|.-r 2123, 17
Prnfessnr Fraetidus Muaroe Frsoodman,
“Blartin Buber: 1sesel and the Amb-fewish
Conflict"

Sepiember I7, 1997
T, F Sarver b strom, Heed College,
Portland, Oregon, “From lewish Apocalypse
1o the Thoasand and O Mighits Thie Take of
Ilul-:u:ll:,-_.u Bertwoen Muslm and Jove,”

spring 1998
farmed Jubiler Colpbraticn = 194819050
vears of Culbural Diversity,”

Exhitriteoma:
=Aliwa" Msio Exhibiiion b:,l Aliza Aveibach

“Israel”™ Phato Exhibdtion by Yoshi
Hashimoio.

"W asid I.l'ﬂ,h':f- Fiolocaasy Exhikition
a4 B e Misseum of Ari.

Periomrances:
Concert I!I:,-' Termerssee Schemalbr Klermer
Pand, Enoixville, T,

Elegotiatione—ance ac Cidinemal
Exchamge.” by Lo'eva Cohen, Jill Sigman,
s Adeta Haves.

oy performaroe by Tenmeseee Childnen's
Dance Ensemible with choreography by
Professer 2e'eva Cohen, Prieceion
University



“Phantoss, ol oiber ‘.mn.p" b].l ety Rl
Magden, Unevessity of Tennessee, with the
Creative Performance Ensemble and Clrcle
Mndern Darce,

Mrkurt Square Dogwedd Aris Festival
Peosgram o Esraed with many differen

participants,
Isracli Film Festival

larsehi dhing Interrubional
Festival ai Imbernational Heuse

Lectures:

=& Gl i the Procoss of Becoming,™
Profesor Lee Hsmphoeys, Liniversity of
Tennesse.

=An Evening with [Iseels sutbor] Amos U™
al Tempde Bath ER

May 4, 1998
Masstro Kirk Trevos, Knosville Symphony,
Encwville, TH, “Feln Mendelssshn-
Barthaedidy, ™

October 16, 1994
Dr. Jeannette Lander, author, Berlin,
Cermany, “Living a5 a ew n Germany
Touday.”

November 12, 1998
Profimsor Eenneth Seeskin, Philosapbny;
Meorthwistern University, Chicage,
“Mabmonides’ Crithue of Popular Relighon. =

Movember 19, 19498

“Hebrews of Jews? On Toleranor snd
Jushainem in the Age of Enlightonment.”

February 19, 1999
Professos Yaron Ezrachi, Hieboew University,

Jerzsalem, “Zionist Histore”

Movember 15, 10049
Mir. Armiold Schwvarsbart, artiss, Knosville,
T, “Mok By Might, Nor By Power. Bul By
My Spirm Abone, Savs the Loed of Hosts.”

March &, 2000
Professor Uri Biader, Hebrew University,
Jerusabem, “Early lsraeli History ~

April 17, 2000
Profesane Viian Kleff, Socology, and
CHrector of the Center for fowish Stadies,
Lniversity of Delaware, Mewark, DE,
“loswish Desnographics.”

Ocbober 23, 2000
Cir: Jeanmette Lamder, author, Berkin,
Cermany, "Jewish Life in Germany after the
Holozaust.”

Jamuary 2%, 2001
Frofessor Erdc Mazur, Bucknell University,
Lewiburg, PA, “Jews is a Test Case for
Religicus Minoritses and the Constiution, *
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Al 13, 2000
East Temnesser Holocaes: Confermnoe—
“Lost but nod Fargodten: “Our Town' ™~

Exhibtlons:
Mnhlhdtn{lmhym Rob
Helier, University of Tenresser, Encooville,
T,

Philsteiic display by Professor Paul Phillips,
University of Tennpses, KnoiviBe, TH.

“Remembering Luboml: Images of a |ewish
Community,® Azron Ziegelmann
Foundation, Mew York.

Installation by artst Mosma Furtade,
University of Tennessse, Kncooville, TN,

“Commemaoraing the Holocaust, ™ stadent
deigen woak under Maofessor Barbarm
Elmkhammer. University of Tenneswes,
Kol

FPeriormances:

“Teill ¥ Vour Chililaen: A Postry Reading
Remermbering ihe Holocaset, " by Profewsor
Marilvn Kallet, Universaly of Tennessee, and
Elame Zimumserman, Comenissioner for
Childpon, Connecticut,

" Rememnbaring, Alfirmaton, Commatment.”
Professor Ze‘eva Coben, Princeton
University, Princeton, N, and Tennesses
Children's Dance Ensemble under the
diwction of De Durvtlvy Floyd, students
Froem Austin-East Magrnet and Vine Middle

Magnet Performing Arts Program, and Mr
Arnold Schwarzbart, Knanoville, TH,

“Jomrmniy of the Fateful,” mualtiomed|a
performance by Prolessor Morman Magden,
University of Tennessee. i collaboration
with Circle Modern Danoe and the
Undviersity of Tennessee Dancers, Knoovilbe,
T

Lechures:

Professor Stephen Fesmstein, Director, Cender
for Holocawst and Genocide Studles,
Undversity of Minnesota, Mismeapolis, MM
“The Shietl in Decament amd Ark: Mastalgia
and Reality™ ane teachir wiockskop, “The
Search for [Rscowmse: The Uses of Holocanst
Painting and Memorials in the Classroom.”

Professor Yaffa Elach, Brocklundian
Professot of Judake Shidies, Brack]yn
Callage, Mew York. “On the Bridpe Betweon
a Vanished Past asdd 2 Sake Puiuse™ and
teacher workshop, “Teaching the
Hsrhaanasg,”

Professar Anfery Polomsky, Alber
Abramson Professor of Holocaust Shudies,
United States Holocasst Memornal Museum
arw! Brandeis Undversbty, “The Jews of
Podand.”

Miza Kimmelman, survivor and authoe, Oalk

Ridge, TN. “Revisiting My Town of Danzig
g Gl Cesis, ™

Dy Anmesine B Froswm, Director of Bduacation
and Pablic Programes, Sanford L. Ziff ewish
Mluseum of Florida, Miami Beach, FL.
“Teaching Abouf Life in the Shietl.”

Professor Karen Lovy, Departmienit of
Modem Forelgn Languspes, University of
Tennessee, Knosville, TR. “The bews of fin
Paris and the Twentieth Centuny: Microoosm
d’ﬁl&mmtlﬂut,l.nu,udﬁrrm
Recovery”

Mﬁ:nﬁ,lrﬂqﬂrﬂnﬂﬁlml‘r:dm
Europe.”

Miorris Dees, Bsg, Chied Trial Couneel and
Chadr of the Executive Commities, Southern
Poverty Law Cerier, Mondgomery, AL
“Wodces ol and Tolerance in the Noew
L HTRRETETY,

Manny Steindeld and Tredy Dreyer:
‘MHH!‘ Ceerman fewish Communibes—

Personal Testimomny.”

v Leon Bass, | iheraior and Fducaiior, on
“Fascism, Antsemitiom, and the Holocaus:,™

D L Planke, Survivors of the Shoah Visual
Hizstory Foundaton. “And You Shall Teach
Your Childma—Even In Seonel. ™

Panel discussion: “Femembering Chuar Lost
Communidies.” Frodessar Henry Fribourg,
At Pais, and Ervde Gross, Knoxville, TH.

Panel discussion on Jewish Knoxville by
comarmnity members.

Cxtober 19, 20010
Professor Richand Bernsieen, Yera List
Professor and Directos, Graduate Prograam,
v Schasll for Soclall Research, Mew York,
“Levinas: Evil and the Temgptation of
Theodscy.”

February 20, 2002
Professor Carol Moyers, Religbomes Studies
Drepartment, Duke Universdy, “All About
Eve: Thar Latest Wond on the First Lady.™

March 25, 300
Professar Ken Siein, Willllam E Schatien
Professor of Contemporery Middle Eastem
History and lsracli Sudies, Emory
University, Atlanta, GA, on Palestinkan-
Essaeli Conilict.

Dictober 21, 2002
[ Bachel Simon, Frinceton University,
Princeton M, “How Mew Were the “Pew
Jows' of Libya™ Cirls in the [ewish Youth
Movemnent in | ibya”

March 8, 2003
Poetry resding by Prolesor Riduwd Chess,
Dérector, Judalc Studies Program and
Creatiee Writing Program, UMC Asherille,
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This summer | continued writing
on the book manuscript and wrote
two articles, one in German, “Dhie
“mnderin” Slssenen” for a German
historical journal. The other one
documents the characteristics of rural
Jewish life in Swabia and has been
submitied o a Jewish studies journal
for consideration. | intend to have a
first draft of the book version of the
“other” Sllssen residents completed
next summaer. [ also hope to select the
photos for the ooffer table book at that
time,

B Visits with Voices from the Pasi
In July I visited with Inge and
Hugo Lang In northern Mew Jersey

Inge and Hugo Lang

and presented them not only with the
article, dedicated to Hugo for his B0
birthday, but al=o a very voluminous
Farmily tres that I constructed, Hugo
shared more details with me and
identified additional family
photographs. As usual, they wene
wonderful hosts and spodled me with
their generous hospitality, Many
thanks, Inge and Hugo,

Before driving north, | stopped in
Pennsylvania, just across the
Delaware River from Trenton, MNew
Jersey, bo visit with Erwin and Huth
Tanzer. Erwin, who is 89, is a son of

Rublh and Ermoim Tanzer

Rabbi Aron Tinzer of Géppingen, the
rabbi of the Gippingen Jewish
community to which the Langs and
the Ottenheimers belonged. We had a
delighttul visit and 1 did learn more
details of Jewish lile in GBppingen.
Thank you, Kuth and Erwin, for vour
generous hospitality.

B Jewish music book

| did some work on my project on
Jewish music this year. This fall, | face
the tedious task of reviewing all of the
snippets of tape that | have and
transferring them to CD¥s, as | fear for
the quality of the tapes, some of
which go back to the fifties. This
project will develop in several stages
ard will stretch over a number of
Years,

Service

B Professional service

Last fall | completed my turmn on
the steering committee of the
Nineteenth Century Theology Group
of the American Academy of Religion.

Last December in Los Angeles, |
chained a session on German Jewry in
the Age of Enlightenment and Reform
for the Association of Jewish Studies,

SECS0OR: 1 continue bo serve as the
chair of the Judaism section of the
Southeastern Commission for the
Study of Religion and as convener of
the annual sessions, as well asa
participant. Last spring, [ chaired a
se=sion and read a paper on Jewish
cemeteries in southern Germany.

B University service

Last fall, I umed over my faculiy
senate seal o Professor Charles H.
Reyvnolds, because | had conflicts with
classes amd other necessary meetings,
Many thanks to Charlie for helping
out with this important service.

Last year was my first year as
department bead for Religious
Studies in addition to continuing as
chair of Judaic Studies. | could
definitely feel the difference!

| also met a number of times with
several of the candidates for the
position of dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences during the seanch
process.

M Public Service

I continue serving as a
Commissioner on the Tennessee
Holocawst Commission,

Last year | again participated in the
planning of our community Yom
HaShoah service.

| also continue to serve on various
Heska Amuna commitbess as
NACERSATY,

B Community lectures

On October 27, November 3, and
Movember 10, 2002 the First United
Methodist Charch in Oak Kidge
invited me to speak on Judaism, the
Holocawst, and Israel.

On March 4, 2003 [ participabed in
the Jewish faculty series at the AJCC,
and showed a slide lecture on my
research in Germany. Because of the
highly interactive evening, we looked
at only half of the slides. [ gave the
scecond half on June 3.

On April 27 the Unitarian
Universalist Church on Kingston Pike
asked me to speak about the
Holocaust.

Last spring, Dir. Joshua Cettinger
asked me to work out a study
program for the Prozdor students at
Heska Amuma on Zonism with him
It was great fun to see what
thoughtful questions the students
asked and what excellen! papers they
wrote,

On June 4 the “55 and over crowd,”
known as the Friendshippers, worked
their way through the art of Zionist
fugendstil artist Ephraim Moshe Lilien,
interpreting his artistic images and
the symbols of the art. Much fun was
had by all

On July & The Unitarian Church in
Farragut invited me to speak on
Martin Buber. | shared with them
three of Buber s maxims for life based
omn his understanding of Hasidism.



B New Judaic Studics Assistant
E'I::'Fhrn Huolcombe

1';-|:I.'F'|1.ll.'!1 Haleambe started wnrl-cin;_-'

weikh e on .-";E-Hl.l.'\.! 1. He i wn::-rk:inp;
ona Ph2

thie

1 :ﬁll'l‘hlr}'
of
Tennessee
Hiz B.A.
thi game
field was
earmed at
tha
University
of Texas, his M.A. at the University of
"l.'it'p"ll"l A, l:k'!'n:n- 'r|.'|!1|:|'1'|i|:'|=.; LR -wl_'hl.:u],
he worked for a number of vears as a
|.‘1:'||!||.F'|'|_'l::=|' F:l:vil;ur.im T,

Shephren Holcomiby

B Thank you to Daniel Headrick
Daniel Headrick, who worked with

me for two years while eamning a

master s degree, completed his

Teachimng Assistant Danngd Headrack
{oemter) tnith Mamza Agod at LT
Homors Bariquee! 2003,

studies and moved o Memphis.
Wedding bells are planned for
December. Daniel helped in many
ways—with classes, with the
newsletters, with lectures and
publicity, with manuscripts, and
especially with Mira’s manuscript.

This spring, Daniel received an
Crutstanding Teacher Award
Congrabulabions!

Many thanks tor all your help,
Daniel, and best wishes to vou and
Jenney for the future.

in Englich af

]. . Dessel Activities
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J.F. Dessel in fromt of the Torah Niche af the Boman city of Priene in Thrkey.

It has been another very busy yvear
which began in Krakow and ended in
the Middle East, In between 1 enjoyed
ancther productive year in Knoxville,

Research

lcompleted a rather long review
article of Biblical Archagology text
books for an edited volume, Belween
Text g .-||rf:.,|':':h,'|" Integrating
.-'1r|'|".';r:'|l|':r..:;,r inta Briskical Shadies
Teaching, that will be published by the
society of Biblical Liverature. This
volume was an outgrowth of o series
of workshops entitled “Integrating
Archaeology into Biblical Studies: A
Consultation Series for Improving
Instruction,” which brought together
Biblical Archacologists and Hebrow
Bible and Mew Testament scholars,
The workshops, held at Duke
University and the University of
[':In-;:l.'-n, Corvalliz, weorne funded I'I-:.' thae
Wabasgh Conter for TI".'Il';'I'i"IF; and
Learning in Theology and Religion at
Wabash College. | was charged with
carefully evaluating over 20 Biblical
Archaeology textbooks for use by
professors in departmentz of Religion.
This was an unusually valuable
exercise; | examined not only the
selection of data and presentation
formatting, but more impartantly the
theoretical, if not theological,

perspectives emploved by the authors
of gach volume. As this group of texts
spannexd a period of about 50 years |
wias able to note important trends in
Biblical Archaeology over time,
especially the ever-changing attitudes
of archacologists towands scriptune
and religion. | found some keen
distinctions between European
schaolars and their American and
British counterparts. | also found that
marketing playved an important role
in the design of these texts, especially
in choices of terminology; stressing
Biblical affiliations over more neutral
geographic ones, and an emphasis on
Biblical periods and evenis over mong
strictly archaeological ones. The
volume should be out next spring.

My work on a Festschrift for my
advisor and mentor, William G
Dever, has really picked up as we
hope to have the volume completed
by the winter of 2005. As one of three
co-editors, | am responsible for
editing about 17 articles that deal
strictly with Near Eastern
archacology. It is always nice to see
what my colleagues are working on
and quite a few of them are using this
&5 an epportunity o present
unpublished data,

Soon after the academic year began
iraveled to Krakow to participate in
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a conference sponsored by the
Institute of Archaeology at
Jagiellonian University (Copemicus
studied there]. This conference, the
International Conference on the
Origins of the Stake, Pre-Dhynastic and
Early Dynastic Egypt, was a gathering
of primarily European archacologists,
with a smattering of Egyptians,
Israglis, Australians, Japanese and
Americans, who work in the pre- and
proto-historic periods in Egypt. The
conference was held in Poland, in
part, because the Poles have very
active research programs in
northeastern Africa, in Egyvpt
especially in the Nile Delta, as well as
Sudan (there werne some
extraordinarily inberesting papers on
current survey work being done in
northern Sudan). The conference was
fabulous and many of the papers will
have a direct impact on my own
research. It was a wonderful
opportunity to meet some of the
leading archaeologists in this feld
and | had incredibly fruitful
exchanges with scholars who were
presenting new and unpublished
data. I also got to see quite a few old
friends, which is always rewarding.

I weas invited o Krakow because of
my work on Egyptian settlements in
Canaan in the Early Bronee | Period
{roughly 3.500—3,200 BCE). In my
paper, “Colonialism, Commerce and
thi Initial Unification of the Egyptian
State: Egypto-Canaanite Relations in
thi Fourth Millennium,” | presented a
new model [“the Patronage Vector
Muadel™) for understanding the
Egyptian motives behind their
indtiatives into Canaan at this ve
early juncture in the formation of the
Egyptian state. It is based on my work
at thie site of the Tell Halif Terrace in
Israel, which evinces clear evidence of
both Canaanite and Egyptian
communities in the EB [ village
settlement. The results of this
excavation will be presented in my
forthcoming monograph on this site.
My participation in this conference
was sponsored by a SARIF grant from
thi University of Tennessee, and |
wiould like to thank the Research
Orfice, the College of Arts and

Sciences, and the Department of
History for their support.

Cur Polish hosts took very good
care of us; the accommodations were
in a conference center in an 18th
century mansion on the outskirts of
Erakow overlooking the Vistula River.
The food was excellent, and the final
dinmer was a true feast, complete with
a wide array of smoked figh and, of
course, vadka. They also organized
somae Hme i Krakow fiself, which isa
charming city with a wonderful
medieval “old town.”

This was my first vizit to Eastemn
Europe, and while [ was there for the
conference the draw of retuming to
the “Old Country™ was compelling, |
made time bo visit the old Jewish
Cuarter, which is home to a large
central symagogue (now a museum of
Jewish Erakow) and several Jewish
cemeteries dating back to the 17th
century, Krakow has a very lively
“Jewish tourist industry,” though the
|ewish community itself was
destroyed during World War 1.

[t was the end of my stay in
Krakow that was most evocative,
When, as an archaeologist, | made my
plans to go to Krakow, | realized that,
as a Jew, | would end up visiting
Auschwitz, The day after the
conference ended, an American-born
lsraeli colleague, his wife and | made
that trip. Merely considering this
undertaking was difficult and we had
spent considerable time discussing
our feelings about going. Tt was a
journey that 1 was very hesitant to
make, but [ am very glad I did.

Wi hired a taxi for the day and left
arcund B:00 am., and the trip took a
little less than an howr. The visit lasted
about 7 hours and [ was very glad
that I was able ko share it with zood
friends, though we hardly spoke the
entine time. There were imes when |
was completely overwhelmed and
found myself gasping for breath, and
by the end [ was completely
exhausted. There were many other
visitors, and periodically when [ was
able to step outside of my own
thoughts, | observed them—rmastly
Europeans, though there was also a
Japanese group, Many of these

observations have staved with me,
making as equally indelible
impressions as the camp itself,

It 15 difficull to put this I.'.':,;.l;,'r.il,.':l’l-ﬂl.'
into waords; it was certainly painful
and humbling. It was also powerful,
very powerful; but even now, a year
later, | still find it difficult to talk
about. [t was profound and
disturbing, filled with huge emational
torrenis, but it 2 one of the most
meaningful experences of my life

When we retumiesd bo Krakow |
bade my Friends farewell at the train
station as they departed for Minsk,
where they would continue their
joumey to their grandparents” village.
Mesdless to say, that evening, Krakow
was a very different place. 1 beft the
next day for Knoxville and slept for
much of the plane ride back.

The year concluded with a very
different kind of overseas trip. This
past summoer [ was in lsracl
continuing my work on the
archacological material from the site
of Tell ‘Ein Zippori in the Lower
Galiles, 1excavated this site for five
seasons from 1993 through 2000 with
Eric and Carol Meyers, colleagues at
Duke University (you might
remember Carol Meyers” lecture last
February, “All About Eve: The Latest
Ward on the First Lady®), My material
is housed in a basement laboratory at
the Albright Institute of
Archacological Research in Jerusalem
where [ spent about a month, It was
very convenient to be able to live and
work in the same facility, as well as do
research, as the Albright has a
wonderful library, This summer |
worked mainly on completing the
processing of the pottery and
analyzing the small finds, and am
happy to report that this phase of the
project is very close to completion.

I alzo worked on another site |
excavated in the Lower Galilee, Tell
el-Wawiyat. | co-directed the work at
this site as a graduate student and
finally have an opportunity to work
on the publications, This s due, in
part, to having received a grant from
the Shielby White / Leon Levy Program
for Archaeological Publications,
which is organized through the



Semific Museum at Harvard
University. This grant will allow me
and my colleague, Professor Beth
Alpert Nakhai of the Judaic Studies
Program at the University of Arzona,
to complete the publication off this
site we excavated as graduate
students. As Tell ‘Ein Zippori and Tell
el-Wawivat ane very close to each
other (they are a scant & kilometers
q‘I-F!i.'irl]' ancd ane ﬂ.'rl'ltﬂ'l'l'l]:'l{“ll'nlﬂ'll'{'flﬁ-..
working on both sites together is very
useful. The resulting publications will
make a very useful contribution to
understanding ruralism in the Late
Bronee and Iron Ages.

While in Israed | also briefly visited
Turkey. | was very interested in a
numbier of Classical sites in
southwestern Turkey, ancent lonia,
with either synagogues or
archaeological evidence of Jewish
communities, | was very fortunate to
b able to dio this with two of the
leading Classical archacologists
working in the Eastern
Mediterrancan; Professors Andrea
Berlin (University of Minnesota) and
Jodi Magness (University of Marth
Carolina, Chapel Hill). The three of us

Professor Jodi Magness (UNC-Clupel Hill)
al the Romman Heeaber at Milehes ar Thrkey,
poiniing fo the trscription mertioning the
seals of the [eers and the “God-Fearers,”

first met some 20 years ago at the
Albright Institute (though it seemied
like just yesterday) when we were all
new fellows there. | met up with them
at the site of Sardis, which is one of
the most famous and best preserved
synagogues from antiquity. Professor
Magness, who will be joining us here
in Knoxville as part of our 10th
Anniversary celebrations, was
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working on re-dating the synagogue
from the 4th/5th century CE to the

[-F. Dl amd Professor Jodi Magmess in
front of the Torah Niche af the synagogue in
the Romast city of Sardis in Thrkey,

fith century. | was treated to an in-
depth tour of the symagogue and the
reasons for its re-dating. We visited a
number of other incredibly impressive
sites, several of which have important
evidence for the Jewish communibios
in Roman /Byzantine Asia Minor, At
the extraordinarily well-preserved site
of Priene, there is clear evidence for a
synagogue, including a menorah
irecribed in stome and a Torah shrine,
In the extremely large theater at
Milirtus, Jodi actually found the
[..'I.l'!'ll_ﬂ.ls.'iﬂ!-l_‘ﬁrl“i.-l_‘ll‘l_. utill |r;“;ih!-|.l. which
maentions “the seats of the Jews and of
the God-Fearers™ (and they were
pretty good seats at that). We also saw
a very importani inscription at
Aphrodisias which mentions both
lews and God-Fearers, The term
“God-Fearers” may be a reference to
5th century gentiles who were
strongly influenced by Judaism, and
were perceived by the Church as a
threat to Christianity. We also visited
Ephesus, Didima, Labranda (a truly
spectacular site), Alinda, and Nyssa.
Much of what [ learmmed about the
Jewish communities in western
Turkey will find its way into my class
on ancient synagogues which [ will be
teaching in the spring semester.

I returned to Israel for another ten
days. In addition to completing my
work in the lab | had an opportunity
ko visit bwo very inferesting sites

which had been found during the
construction of new highwavs (the
new Trans-Israel Highway which will
span the country from south to north
has led o the discovery of quite a few
archeaeological sites). Al the site of
Moza, just puiside of Jerusalem on the
main road o Tel Aviv, an important
site was found which includes a
spectacular Meolithic layver with a
unique bull burial.

While | was in Israel things were
relatively calm as a truce had been
agreed upon by both Israel and
varipus Palestinian organizations.
While the mood in the couniry was
low, there was a very slight sense of
cautious and guarded oplimism. More
recent evenis have unforfunately
shown the fleeting nature of these
semtiments,

Teaching

Onoe agaim | taught the first part of
World Civilization in the newly
removated Alumni Memorial Building.
This is now a marvelous facility with
state of the art acoustics (the School of
Music helped in the room design) and
technological enhancements, and even
the climate control was effective! The
size of the class was quite large but 1
had excellent teaching assistants and
with the use of FowerPoint | believe
ther large format worked well. Lalso
taught my wusual fall offering of
Biblical Archacology and was able to
try out several of the lectures | had
prepared for professional conferences.
Again, this class was greatly enhanced
by the use of technoelogy, as [ am now
able to use a much wider array of
images, an essential teaching aid for
archacology courses.

In the spring semester | offered a
graduate seminar on the rise of
complex society. Most of the students
wrre from the Departmaent of History,
doing a concentration in World
History It was wonderful to get back
to graduate teaching, as 1 have always
found that working with graduate
students stimulates my own research,
We covered the topic from a cross-
cultural perspective in addition to
closely examining a wide range of
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theoretical literature. | had a groat
time and look forward o offoring this
sEminar again in the near future

Service to the Profession

[ continued o serve on thie Board of
Trustees of the Albright Institute and
in the spring was nominated for {and
accepted) the position of Secretary of
the Albright Board. [ will now have
the additional duty of attending
executive board meetings in New
York and Washington in the fall and
spring. As I believe the work done by
the Albright and at the Albright is of
great importance toe my discipline 1
am honored by the opportunity to
servie in this new capacity. However, |
will still be able to serve on the
Fellowship Committes, and last year
wii distributed over 3200000 in
fellowships. With the slightly
improved political conditions in Israel
Last year thie number of fellowship
applications was consicerably higher
than the previous yearn

I Oictobaer 1 was invibed 1o give a
becture at the Vanderbilt Divinity
achool. | spoke ommy work at Tell
"Ein Zippori and rural clites in the
Late Bronze amd Iron Ages. Vanderbrilt
has recently begun developing their
own Judaic Studics program and it
was great o meet the Biblical and
Near Eastern scholars there.

Within the Department of History |
gave (A T] pl‘t'.'i-l.':'lhl-lil.‘:l‘if-. O On
teaching the first part of Workd
History for the graduate teaching
assistants and the olher on the
construction of Jewish History, this for
a World History Workshop. Here |
suggested a new paradigm for
teaching Jewish history focusing on
the creation and maintenance of
group boundares as well as the
strategics minority groups use to
maintain those boundarics.

Public Service

[ wras invited to give several
community presentations throughout
the fall, usually on topics relating to
the political situation in Israel. In
August | spoke to the TIFS Club, a
Knoxville social group, on the
situation in the Middle East. In
september | was again a guest of the
Pomegranate Clalb where | spoke on
building a Palestinian state. In
Caectober [ was a gruest of the
Wistminster Presbyterian Church
whiere | participated in a serics on the
Middle East my topic was “The
Isracli-Arab Conflict From A Jewish
Perspective.” | was also a member of
the Knoxville Jewish Film Festival
Committee and we werne successful in
putting together a full and well-
attended program fora third year.

In Clusing+.+

It was another hectic year—exactly
as it should be. | feel lucky to have
found a home in the Fern and
Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic
Studies. Once again the support from
the University and the Knoxville
Jewish community has been
outstanding and | look ferward to
another productive vear. Shanah
Tearak!

Ristern rice processiing factory i Trieste,
Oraly lalian death comp, estabiished by
MNazis in 1943, Visited by Gilya Sclvmid! in
July 2003,

Students

Allison Castel graduated i May
2003 with a B.5. in Education with

certifications both in Special
Education and Elementary Education.
Congratulations, Allison!

Allizom Castel (cenber) rilh Iatr‘;"r]h-:?r].f
brodher af gradintion 2003,

lgor de Souza, Colloge Scholar,
folk=dianced with his group at Israel
Fest in May.

Igor deSowza (left) during Isracli folk
diancing at Israel Fest 2003,
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Shtetl News

Deborah Oleshansky is thie new Jewish
sbudent Lenber director. Deborah and beer
family belong: to the koecal fowish commaenity
Shae and her huisband Diavid have three
children - Ben Hl'!u'l'lJ and Bae. % weich it}
all thes best in yvour erdieavors, Deborah
Linfortunately, Deborah's effoets swill s
“spalially challenged,” as the |ewigh Stadent
Center, after renbing a hoguse from the
nEniversiny BT oVEr Twenty yvears, 15 without a
PETIANCTL $Paie On Cammpus, L Rasenklaii
mahs thal “We maie be sp akiallby challenged
bl v ane nol programmaiscally

challenged . we have a very enoling sorics of
Programs and we have SPHICES 1D bowgsg

them,™ The studients are actively lboking for
& fisw permanet space. IF you have any
Wdeas |"'||_'.I.-||' shane Uhem with us thiroaegh D
Demard Bosenblaii, conail

B Roserdslas it leron il e ey, or Fory
SR37. or Professor Mell Cobeen. faculiy
sdvisor ko the |ewash Student Center, at
ncodhenitulk.cdw or 974-a855

Erfurh shelemsah o our dear friend Jo Ann
Momrison i [erusslem

Happy B Barthday fo Mira Kimmelman of
{hak R.|||'|':' ™

Happy 80 Barthday 86 both Hogo and Inge
Lang of Mewton, N]

Happy 75" Birthday 1o
MEr ||'-.'|_-.pr|'|-.|.|_'-||,-
department secretary
Jeam Bied!l! Mav vl
SN0V MANY MO VeArs

W ] hwealth ared spirit

Mur Judaic Stuclies with
page, adomg wath all other
LT wicls |||||.'_|— 15 gt
5 netey laed, | ddom't knoaw
wird i thie adcress willl champe, bail sve will ot
viois ks wheer i i wp Ohar thanks b Alec
Riedl for taking om thds challenging task, @

Visit the Knoxville ]n.'"-r-':ﬁil Alliance Web site:

www.jewishknoxville.org/ K|Ahome.html

Becomea friend of

Judaic Studiesat UT

he 2003-2004 academic year marks the completion of a decade of
| the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies. Public
lectures, in collaboration with other UT departments and the Knoxville
|| Jewish Alliance, Holocaust Conferences, book discussions, as well as
cultural experiences such as trips to the U.5. Holocaust Museum in

Washington, D.C. have helped to educate on campus as well as in the
Jewish community and the community at large. Your support can help
to make our program better and stronger. [f vou wish o make a contri-
bution, the following funds are in existence:

JUDAIC STUDIES ENDOWMENT FUND, RELIGIOUS STUDIES
JUDAIC STUDMES BUPPORT FUND, KELIGIOUS STUDIES

ABRAHAM AND KEBECCA BDLOMON AND |DA SCHWARTZ
STINGUISHED LECTURE FUND FOR |UDAIC STUDIES, RELIGIOUS
STUDMES

Uak BRIDGE SCHOLARSHIP FUsD, HISTORY DEPFARTMENT
MANFRED AMD FEEMN STEINFELD PROFESSORSHIF ENDOWMENT

IN Jupalc HISTORY, HISTORY DEPARTMENT

How to contact us

DEPARTMENT O
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
501 McCLunG TOWER
ITHE LINIVERSITY OF TENMNESSE]
KnOosvILLE, TN 379%6-0450

TELEFPHONKE [B&5) 9742466
FAX (B65) 974-1%65

E-M AL
DE. GiLyA GERDA SCHMIDT:
CGSCHMIDTEUTE EDL
DE. |. P. DESSEL
DESSELEL TK. EDL

The Fern & Manfred Stcinfcldi
ngmm in Judaic Studies

iz located im
501 MeClung Tower
You can also find us on the Web:
red, IeHi.|'|.I'.'|_-"—|'u|.‘.u.'a.
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